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AIMS AND FUNCTION OF THE SCHOOL INSPECTION SERVICE 

 

 

The aims and function of the School Inspection Service (SIS) are to provide 
high-quality inspection of specific groups of independent schools, on behalf of 
the Department for Education (DfE), and to prepare reports and be responsible 
for the publication of those reports. In this sense, SIS fulfils the same function 
that Ofsted performs elsewhere. 
 
SIS is strictly non-profit making, limited by guarantee and registered at 
Companies House.  There are no shareholders and no dividends are paid. 
 
SIS is overseen by a board of directors, whose function is to provide guidance 
to the Inspectorate and hold it to account.  The board consists of eight people 
with extensive experience in education, both in management of schools, 
educational administration, and inspection, whether in UK or overseas. 
 
No members of the board have any financial or other interests in any of the 
schools or school groups which the SIS inspects, or personal or business 
relationships that could impair the objectivity of inspection. 
 
SIS is monitored by Ofsted, on behalf of the DfE, and a report by HMCI on its 
performance is published annually. 
 
 

 

 


